Parental Partnership Policy

The education of a child is a shared task involving parents/guardians, teachers and pupils.

In addition to encouraging all parents to sign the Home-School-Pupil Agreement, we seek to maintain and enhance the partnership in the following ways:

Correspondence to Parents

The school readily fulfils the contracts described in the School Prospectus, ie homework, reporting progress evenings and class teacher roles and duties. In addition, the School also provides the following correspondence throughout the year:

· We outline guidance on educational matters, such as numeracy, literacy and particularly, reading techniques. This enables us to keep parents aware of educational initiatives.

· Before sex and health education is offered, the content and teaching methods are outlined in a letter.

· There are school newsletters every two weeks, which focus on the news from school, guidance to parents, dates for the diary, forthcoming events and pupil achievements. In the Early Years Department, there is a termly newsletter which outlines what the children will learn about through each of the themes they explore, and how this can be supported at home. Similarly, in other departments letters are sent out with forthcoming curriculum content outlined.

· We invite parents to take part in the policy making process, where appropriate, ie the Home-School-Pupil Agreement forum.

Parental Support

We hope that parents/guardians will provide the following support:

· Providing resources, props and help for various topics.

· Ensuring that pupils have all the necessary basic equipment ie labelled uniform and PE kit.

· Attend Parents’ Evenings to discuss the progress of their child and in doing so, support staff in the learning process.

· Assist with the provision of raw materials for model work and Design Technology.

· Facilitate and support children in using reference material in project work.

· During and after the topics on Health Education, particularly human reproduction, we hope that related issues can be discussed in the security of the family.

Visiting School

St Hugh’s offers an open door policy to parents who are welcome at all times. 

Some parents kindly offer their time to support teachers and pupils in the classroom such as: supporting creative lessons; working with groups of children in the Early Years Shared Area and the Outdoor Play areas; supporting the issue and return of library books and accompanying classes on trips and teams to various sporting events.

We also seek to provide opportunities for parents to develop their own skills in the shared environment of our school, particularly for those pursuing courses in child care.

Opportunities for Parents/Guardians and Staff to meet:

Formally-

· Admissions meetings for Nursery and Reception parents, and visits for new Nursery and Reception pupils, enable staff to get to know their new classes and to talk to parents/guardians. The teachers also visit and correspond with staff from our feeder nurseries and playgroups. Nursery parents/guardians are asked to complete the Signposts 2 ‘All About Me’ document, to inform the teacher of where their child is, along their learning journey.
· Each year, there are two Parents’ Evenings for each year group and an optional meeting in the third term to discuss the contents of the child’s end of year report.
·  The nursery offers two Open Weeks, where parents/guardians are welcomed to come in and join with their children in play experiences, as well as meeting with the teacher.
· Any parent can arrange a formal appointment with their child’s teacher to discuss well being, progress or to share any problems or worries. Similarly, an appointment can be made to meet with the Headteacher.
Informal-

· Information evenings with particular reference to a subject or situation are regularly held, ie Secondary Selection, Numeracy Workshop etc.

· The pupils perform a class assembly once a year, to which parents/guardians and other family members are warmly invited.

· Family members are also invited to an annual production: Nursery, Reception and Infants at Christmas; Lower Juniors at Easter and Upper Juniors at the end of the Summer Term.

· Annual attendance of events such as the Bowdon Music Festival and Timperley Track Athletics.

· Annual Sport’s Days.

· Meetings about any residential school trips.

· Informal discussion occurs on a daily basis at school. It is most convenient to chat with teachers at the end of the day, although if there is a specific or urgent need to talk to your child’s teacher, this too will be possible.

The Parent’s Association (see separate letter)

The school has a very active and supportive P.A. All of the activities and events arranged by the P.A raise significant sums of money for the school. Some of the events are:

The ‘200 Club’ monthly draw, Christmas Fair, School Discos, Car Boot Sale, Summer Barbecue, Beauty Nights, Fashion Shows, Quiz Night, Dinner and Auction, Camping Night and Craft Fayres. All events have fed money directly to the school to purchase large resources such as interactive whiteboards and outdoor play equipment. All parents are invited to join, giving as much or as little time as you can.

